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REGULAR SERVICES WITHIN THE MINISTRY AREA 
 
 
Sunday Morning Worship 
 
8.00am Said Eucharist at All Saints 
9.15am Said Mass at Holy Nativity 
9.30am Said Mass at St Dochdwy’s * 
10.00am Holy Eucharist at All Saints ** 
10.45am Said Mass at St Augustine’s * 
 
* Children’s group meets during this service 
** Children’s and youth groups meet during this service 
 

Sunday Evening Worship 
 
3.00pm Service at St Peter’s (2nd Sunday of the month) 
6.00pm Evensong at All Saints (3rd Sunday of the month) 
 

Midweek Services 
 

Tues 10.00am Said Eucharist at All Saints 
Tues 10.30am Said Eucharist at Holy Nativity (1st Tuesday of the month) 
Wed 10.00am  Cymun Bendigaid (Holy Eucharist in Welsh) at All Saints 
Wed 10.00am Said Mass at St Augustine’s 
Thurs 10.30am Said Mass at St Dochdwy’s 
 

 

The Ministry Area Office ( 029 2070 3170) is the first point of contact for: 

• Baptism and marriage enquiries 

• Home communion requests 

• Notification of anyone who has recently become ill, is in hospital or 
would appreciate a visit 

• Hire of the halls or church buildings 
 
Contact the Clergy Team for funeral enquiries and other pastoral matters. 
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EDITORIAL 
 

The April edition of PMAM is full of comings and goings.  This month we say 
farewell to Rev. Ali Reeves as she takes up her new post in Afon Nedd Ministry 
Area, but welcome back our youth worker, Mel Saunders, as she returns from 
maternity leave with lots of exciting plans for the young people in our 
community.  We mark the passing of a long-serving member of Holy Nativity’s 
church family, but rejoice in hearing of the activities of our youngest members.  
As our new organisation structure takes shape, with the establishment of 
various sub-committees, we read of their plans and it’s clear there is much to 
look forward to! 

 

Please send your contributions for the May edition of PMAM no later than Good 

Friday, 15th April, to magazine@allsaintspenarth.org.uk. On that note, have a 

very Happy Easter when the time comes. 

 

The Editors: Tom Blenkinsop, Katie Cooper, Mel Griffin and Jan Knight 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Removal of the Great Bell from St Augustine’s bell tower for repair c. 1935. 
Photo submitted by Viv Liles. 

 

mailto:magazine@allsaintspenarth.org.uk
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Penarth’s award-winning 

independent bookshop, 
offering a wide range of 

fiction and non-fiction titles 
for children and adults, 

in both English and Welsh 

 

Open 9am to 5.30pm, Monday-Saturday 
Browse 24/7 at www.griffinbooksonline.co.uk 

 

Book ordering 
• Collection from the shop during opening hours (or postage options) 

• To order, email info@griffinbooks.co.uk OR phone 029 2070 6455 
 

Author events  
• Thurs 14th Apr at 7.30pm in Lesser Hall – Cardiff author Katie Munnik 

launches her new historical novel ‘The Aerialists’ 

• Wed 27th Apr at 7pm at Old Penarthians RFC – former Arsenal player 
Paul Merson discusses his playing career and battles with addiction 

• Thurs 5th May at 7.30pm at Old Penarthians RFC – Ben Short on 
leaving the rat race for a life in the woods in his memoir ‘Burn’ 

• Wed 25th May at 7.30pm (venue TBC) – Jennifer Saint, author of 
‘Ariadne’, shares details of her second novel ‘Elektra’ 

• Tues 31st May at 7pm (venue TBC) – BBC Radio 4 Today presenter 
Justin Webb on his memoir, ‘The Gift of a Radio’ 

 

For more information visit www.griffinbooks.co.uk 

http://www.griffinbooksonline.co.uk/
mailto:info@griffinbooks.co.uk
http://www.griffinbooks.co.uk/
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FROM THE MINISTRY AREA CLERGY TEAM 
 

This is my first article for the new Ministry Area 
magazine, but sadly, also my last as I will be 
finishing my curacy on Easter Sunday, before 
moving on to my new post as team vicar in the 
Afon Nedd Ministry Area.  Three years have 
gone by in what seems like the blink of an eye 
but, of course, so much has happened in that 
time, both good and bad.  Whoever could have 
imagined the scale of the change in our world 
and the way things seem to have been turned 
upside down! 
 
I’m not going to dwell on world events here 
because I want to concentrate on what a positive experience my time in Penarth 
has been, but I just want to say that nobody could have predicted the way 
things would change so quickly after Peter’s retirement and it was really like 
being thrown in at the deep end, although nobody else had a lifebuoy – we all 
had to learn to swim together.  And swim we did!  One of the amazing things 
about our lovely church family here in Penarth is the love and support that is 
always available.  I’m not going to pick out individuals because you have all been 
absolutely brilliant; you have shown both Terry and me such great love and 
support; there have been listening ears, people to bounce ideas off, people to 
offer constructive criticism in a non-threatening way and people to pray and 
explore with. 
 
I thought I would share with you five things I will miss about Penarth and five 
things that I definitely won’t! 
 
Things I will miss 

1. All of you! 
2. Our choir and music team inspiring our worship 
3. Our prayer team (real prayer warriors always working in the background) 
4. The lively town centre with its range of unique shops and lovely 

restaurants 
5. Hot chocolate on the Esplanade or Pier 
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Things I won’t miss 
1. The pavement flagstones trying to trip me up (particularly when I’m 

running) 
2. The traffic queues at school finishing time 
3. Oh, no!  I can’t think of 3, 4 or 5! 

 
You may have noticed that I haven’t mentioned God at all so far.  Well, there’s 
one thing that I can be absolutely sure about: God has always been here in 
Penarth and the presence of his Holy Spirit can be felt in our churches and in our 
community if we just stop still long enough to notice.  Am I going to miss that?  
Well, no, of course not.  I can’t miss what will be with me wherever I go.  When I 
get to Neath, the Holy Spirit will be working just as hard in the communities and 
churches there as here in Penarth.  He might be working on some different 
projects as the needs there are quite different in some ways, but my plan is to 
see what God is up to in Neath and then join in. 
 

By the time this magazine is published, 
we will be more than half way through 
Lent.  How has your Lent journey been 
this year?  Sometimes I think that those 
who aren’t Christians have an image of 
us spending the season of Lent full of 
gloom and despondency, giving up 
everything that we enjoy, be that wine, 
chocolate, cakes, biscuits or watching 
television, and almost walking round in 
the modern day equivalent of sackcloth 
and ashes!  Personally, I savour the 
opportunity to spend time in quiet 
reflection and prayer and I’m certainly 

not gloomy about it.  This year, the time spent in prayer and reflection has been 
particularly valuable when the world can seem rather overwhelming at times. 
 
As we approach Holy Week, I’m sure most of us will be using some form of daily 
prayer and reflection that goes through the story of Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem, 
his subsequent arrest, crucifixion and resurrection.  Some people, far cleverer 
than I, have published liturgy and reflections that show us quite plainly how 
those events are still relevant to our lives today.  In 2018, I found a Stations of 
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the Cross liturgy that commemorated the 100th 
anniversary of the end of the Great War.  I used 
it at a Good Friday service and most of us were 
in tears by the end.  This year, I will be using a 
book by Denis McBride for my personal Holy 
Week devotions.  It is entitled ‘Stations of the 
Cross Then and Now’ and reflects on more 
recent events of genocide and refugee crises.  
Although published in 2016, it hasn’t felt right to 
use it – until now. There are some harrowing 
stories as I am sure you can imagine, but the 
Easter story is one of victory and triumph and 
therefore, of course, the book also ends on a 
high. So, I would like to finish on the same note 
by sharing the end with you: 
 
“A resurrection faith faces the cross and protests against the finality of (that) 
violence.  It educates us to see as God sees; to act as so many of God’s chosen do 
act today when with enormous courage they refuse to genuflect to the powers 
of darkness.  If the resurrection means anything in life it is a refusal to accept 
that anyone should be left for dead.  In the words of the American poet Adrienne 
Rich: 

 
My heart is moved by all I cannot save 
so much has been destroyed. 
I have to cast my lot with those 
who age after age, perversely, 
with no extraordinary power, 
reconstitute the world 
 

(McBride, D, Stations of the Cross Then and Now. Redemptorist Publications, Chawton. 2016) 

 
With love and gratitude.  Au revoir (not goodbye), 
Ali 
 
Rev. Ali Reeves  029 2115 5203 or email ali@allsaintspenarth.org.uk 

mailto:ali@allsaintspenarth.org.uk
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FEATURES 
 

Getting to know you: Mel Griffin 
 

Each month Jennifer Hardey interviews a member of our Ministry Area family. 
 

When were you born and where did you grow 
up? 
I was born in Bournemouth in 1964, where my 
father had just started work as a GP.  Soon 
afterwards he joined a practice in Sherborne, 
Dorset and my childhood and teenage years 
were spent living in a nearby village.  
 
Where did you go to school and did you go on 
to college or university? 
I went to a girls’ grammar school in Bruton, 
Somerset which involved a 1 hour bus ride each way.  Most of my social life took 
place on the school bus!  I moved to Yeovil FE College for my A-levels, and then 
to university at Queen Mary College (QMC) in the East End of London – a bit of a 
contrast from my rural upbringing. 
 
Where and when did you meet your husband? 
Matt and I met at QMC but not until after I’d graduated.  I spent a sabbatical 
year as Student Union president, by which time Matt was already a lecturer in 
the Physics department.  We actually met playing volleyball! 
 
Do you have any children? 
We have three children, all of whom attended All Saints Sunday School and all 
now in their 20s.  Mike is a doctor in Liverpool, Rachel is doing a PhD in Paris, 
and Tom is working for a financial services company in London. 
 
Do you have any brothers and sisters? 
Yes, I’m the eldest of four, with one sister and two brothers.  We’re quite close 
in age, to the extent that my poor mum had four under-fives to manage!  
Although quite spread out geographically, we’re a close family and enjoy our 
occasional get-togethers very much.  
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How long have you lived in Penarth? 
We moved to Penarth in 2001 when Matt relocated to Cardiff University.  At 
that time my job was still based in London so I travelled up by train for 2 days a 
week and worked the other 3 days from home.  Working from home was still 
quite unusual at that time! 
 
When did you become a Christian? 
I grew up going to church with my family and was confirmed, but stopped 
attending regularly in my teens.  I date my personal commitment to when I was 
expecting Mike – we knew we wanted to bring our children up as Christians so I 
thought I’d better get involved again!  Fellowship groups and the Alpha course 
all helped cement my faith.  
 
Did you have any pets as a child and do you have any now? 
We had a Labrador and various cats when I was a child, and Matt and I had two 
black cats when we were first married, but we don’t have pets now.  We do 
enjoy borrowing a dog when going for a walk though – any offers? 
 
What kind of music do you like? Do you have a favourite artist or composer? 
I enjoy a range of music – we regularly go to classical concerts at St David’s Hall 
as well as folk/acoustic evenings.  Otherwise my go-to listen is probably Elvis 
Costello. 
 
Is there somewhere you would like to go on holiday where you’ve not been 
before regardless of expense? 
I’d love to go to Canada and have a long-held idea of crossing the whole country 
by train!  Realistically, however, we’d probably do a few days on the Rocky 
Mountaineer and then spend time exploring the spectacular scenery and 
wildlife via other modes of transport. 
 
You are surrounded by books at work but do you have a favourite author or 
favourite book? 
It’s impossible to choose just one, but my favourite writers include Hilary 
Mantel, Colm Toibin and Anne Tyler.  I recently discovered Louise Erdrich’s work 
and loved her book The Night Watchman, based on the true story of her Native 
American grandfather and his campaign against the obliteration of his tribe’s 
land rights.   
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Do you have a hobby or something you enjoy doing to relax? 
I run and cycle regularly which gives me the chance to clear my head before 
starting work.  I also love skiing, although sadly we haven’t been able to do that 
since before the pandemic.  The photo below is an old one as my eldest is now 
nearly 30, but it brings back happy memories! 

 
What would be your favourite meal - two or even three courses? 
I don’t eat meat so it would be fish-focused.  I’d start with scallops and prawns, 
follow that with baked salmon en croute and then round off the meal with 
sticky toffee pudding!  (It would have to be an extra-long run the next day…) 
 
Which one word best describes your life right now? 
I’ve got to use two words – busy but content       
 

God doesn’t want shares of your life. He wants a controlling interest. – Anon 
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World Day of Prayer Service 2022 

 
Jenny Stonhold reports back on the ecumenical service held at Tabs 

 
There were about fifty people at 
Tabernacle Baptist Church for the 
Penarth World Day of Prayer Service on 
Friday 4th March. The service prepared 
by the England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland Committee was on the theme ‘I 
Know the Plans I Have for You’ based 
on Jeremiah 29:1-14. The service 
started with the following prayer for 
Ukraine, and during the service we 
were encouraged to place our trust in God in times of suffering: 
 
God of the past, the present and the future,  
Our thoughts and prayers are with our sisters and brothers in Ukraine and the 
surrounding countries in their fear and distress  
We pray too for all other regions of the world where there is conflict, unrest or 
oppression. We pray that reconciliation will overcome hatred, peace will conquer 
war, hope will replace despair and that your plans for the world and for us, its 
people will be fulfilled,   
God, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 

The table, shown in the photo of the 
eight women who organised and 
participated in the service, was covered 
in a blue cloth symbolising the sea 
around our islands and a green cloth 
representing the land. On top of the 
table is a Bible open at our text 
(Jeremiah 29), a globe, representations 
of various people, a vase of daffodils, 
and seven candles that were lit during 
the service. The three women who lit 
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the candles represented women who feel excluded in the context of our multi-
ethnic, multi-cultural, and multi-faith society. The congregation joined in saying:  
God, our Mother and our Father, 
We light a candle of hope 
To celebrate with all your people 
As we watch and wait for your plans and promises to be fulfilled.  
 
For Jeremiah, God’s plan was clear, and we shared this assurance by singing the 
specially composed hymn, ‘For surely I know the plans I have for you’. Cathy 
Knapp led a period of Reflection and Responsive Action in which she referred to 
the bean which we were given as being full of potential and hope. We were 
asked to reflect on where seeds of hope need planting in our country or 
community and how these seeds can be nourished.  
 
The hymn ‘Make me a channel of your peace’ was sung as the offering of £310 
for Christian charities and the World Day of Prayer movement was received. By 
participating in the afternoon service we were part of a great wave of prayer 
encircling the globe - starting as the sun rose over Samoa and ending about 38 
hours later back in the Pacific, as the sun set over American Samoa. We were 
praying and sharing with people in over 120 countries and islands around the 
world. The hymn, ‘The day thou gavest, Lord is ended’, sung at the conclusion of 
the service says it very well in the third verse:  
As o’er each continent and island 
The dawn leads on another day, 
The voice of prayer is never silent, 
Nor dies the strain of praise away.’ 
 
The 2023 World Day of Prayer Service will be on Friday 3rd March at All Saints 
with the theme, ‘I have heard about your faith’. This service will be prepared by 
the Christian women of Taiwan and is based on Ephesians 1 verses 15 to 19. We 
will miss Cathy Knapp who has represented All Saints with me on the Penarth 
Committee. Cathy, with her husband, Tony, is moving to York soon and she 
hopes to attend the 2023 service in York. 

 
Strange but true 

The Bible is among the most shoplifted books in the world, 
according to several sources, including CNN and the New York Times. 
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Remembering Merle Solic  
 

Ann Lush pays tribute to a dear friend 
 
The late Merle Solic, who died on 7th December 
2021, had been a worshipper at Holy Nativity 
Church for twenty-one years.  Having retired 
from school teaching in Aberdare, she came to 
Penarth to be near her daughter and son in law, 
Ann and Keith. 
 
Merle decided that she would come to Holy Nativity Church, where she was 
given a very warm welcome by Church Warden, Dennis Lush.  She would always 
comment on that welcome over the years.  Dennis told her the next worshipper 
to come in would sit next to her; that person was Barbara Craddock, whose 
husband, Alec, had passed away the previous year.  It was to become a very 
close friendship - as Barbara said, “Heaven sent”.  Merle joined the Children’s 
Society Committee, then, in time, the Parish Catering Team.  What an asset 
Merle was; she was great fun, always a smile and such a bubbly personality.  
The pupils she taught were so fortunate to have known such an inspiring lady.  
Merle threw herself enthusiastically into every fundraising event we did and 
was a friend to everyone. 
 
Merle is a big loss to her family and us but is Heaven’s gain.  RIP Merle, from 
your friends on the Chil/Soc committee and at church. 
 
An Easter Prayer by Daphne Kitching 

 
Almighty, All-powerful Father God, 

You brought light and hope out of darkness and despair. You brought life out of 
death when you raised Jesus that first Easter Day. Thank you that the tomb is 
forever empty and that Jesus is forever alive!  No matter what is going on, no 

matter how little we understand, help us to hold on to the Easter truth – Jesus is 
risen! He is alive today and in Him we can put our trust, completely and 

confidently.  Because of Jesus, death is defeated. Because of Jesus, the best is yet 
to be.  Love wins! Hallelujah! 

We praise you, Lord, in Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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ECO CHURCH 
 

“Use Your Loaf!”, says Rev. Ali Reeves 
 

Bread is full of symbolic meaning for 
Christians.  Jesus described Himself as 
“the bread of life”.  When we meet 
together to celebrate the Holy Eucharist we “break bread to share in the body 
of Christ”. This month I would like to share a campaign from Green Christian 
which asks us to “use our Loaf”.  It’s actually not about bread at all but LOAF is 
an acronym which stands for food which is: 
 
Locally produced 
Organically grown, 
Animal friendly, and 
Fairly traded. 
 
Locally produced (helping community and neighbour) 
 
We believe that God created the Earth and its seasons.  There is a time and a 
season for everything and there are moral choices in what we eat.  We live with 
an amazing amount of choice and variety in our supermarkets.  However, the 
transport from around the world is a leading contributor to climate change.  Our 
local farmers are struggling to compete in a global market, and overseas farmers 
are under pressure to produce food for export leaving little land and water for 
their own crops.  Rainforests have been cleared to grow food for export, 
devastating the environment. 
 
By choosing food that is grown locally, we can provide a good livelihood to local 
producers, and cut fossil fuel emissions.  We will also discover the joy of 
seasonal eating: strawberries and apricots are a summer treat.  We can 
remember God’s amazing goodness as we think more carefully about where our 
food has come from. 
Tip: sign up to a local veggie box scheme.  For seasonal food choices visit: 
http://eattheseasons.co.uk.  
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Organically Grown (taking care of the Earth) 
 
We have a duty to care for the soil and water on which we depend.  In the 
Genesis story Adam was created from the soil of the Earth.  We share our planet 
with the diverse creatures that make up the Earth community, including millions 
of creatures that live in the soil.  The pesticides and herbicides that are used to 
grow our food are causing the pollution of our rivers and loss of species, and are 

a threat to bees which are vital to food 
production itself.  The chemicals are 
also likely to be causing human health 
issues.  Soils without organic matter 
become lifeless, instead of teeming 
with worms and other soil creatures. 
 
By choosing organic food (as much as 
our budget allows) we will have 
healthier soils.  We will see meadows 
rich with wild flowers and rivers full of 
fish again. 
Tip: look for the Soil Association logo 
 

 
Animal friendly (avoiding abuse) 
 
We have responsibilities from God for looking after animals (Luke 12:6).  
Abundant life for all demands that we produce our food in ways which nurture 
that life.  Animal welfare is neglected when eggs, dairy products, meat and fish 
are produced using intensive farming methods and long distance lorry 
transport.  Animals are sensate/sentient beings and feel pain and suffer when 
ill-treated.  Carbon and methane emissions from animal farming are boosting 
climate change.    
 
All of us, whether vegan, vegetarian or meat-eater, can follow the ‘A’ of the 
LOAF principles.  We can choose to eat less meat and buy higher welfare meat.  
We will be respecting and nurturing the creatures that God made. 
Tip: beware of confusing labels... look out for “free range”, “outdoor 
reared/bred”, or, as a first step, “RSPCA Assured”.  Organically reared animals 
are subject to the strictest and best welfare regulations. 
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Fairly Traded (creating social justice) 
 
We are called to act justly and not exploit the poor.  Our neighbour is everyone 
anywhere in the world that we interact with.  Farmers and producers overseas 
and in the UK deserve a fair price for their produce.  There will always be food 
that cannot be produced in quantity in north western Europe, including 
bananas, citrus, cocoa, olives, sugar, tea and coffee.  Too often, prices to 
farmers don’t even cover the cost of production.  Thousands of coffee, tea, 
banana workers and farmers are living in poverty. 
 
Trade needs to be both sustainable and fair.  Buying fair trade foods means that 
workers who produce the food get a fair wage and better working conditions. 
Tip: act justly by looking for the Fairtrade symbol 
 
This article is reproduced from the ”Use your Loaf” leaflet produced by Green 
Christian, an organisation for Christians concerned about care of the 
environment.  For more information, visit their website greenchristian.org.uk 
. 
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PHOTOGALLERY 
 

Spring is here – its familiar flowers, a splash of colour, local sights, the family 
dog, and finally Ron Walton who regularly soothes us on the piano keys at All 
Saints. 
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If anyone who would like to contribute to our Photogallery pages in future 
editions of the magazine, please send your photos to John Caldwell, by email 
to niddy123@hotmail.co.uk or via WhatsApp to 07885 588771.  Landscape 
format would be preferred.     

mailto:niddy123@hotmail.co.uk
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AROUND THE CHURCHES 
 

All Saints (Contact: Janet Akers) 
 
I am writing this article whilst staying in a town called Cold Spring in upstate 
New York!  It has snowed twice in the 5 days we have been here and is 
definitely cold but rather beautiful. 
 
March was an interesting month for All Saints as we were able to cease using 
the booking system for our 10am Sunday Service.  The rules on mask wearing 
also changed but the majority of the 
congregation are happy to continue using them. 
 
Over the past year the church took part in a 
fundraising project for Housing Justice Cymru to 
raise £1,000 using many diverse and interesting 
methods! Mary Taster’s cards were very well 
received and lovely, but I have to credit Rev. Ali 
and Terry for their very popular bags of lettuce 
as they were a definite hit with all!  The cheque 
for £1,000 was handed to Bonnie Williams who 
gave a very thought provoking talk on the aims 
of the charity and the amazing work they are 
doing in Wales. 

 

 
St Augustine’s (Contact: Linda Guilfoyle) 

 
Last month, Robert Court wrote about the 
return of the choir to St Augustine’s on Sunday 
mornings. It has been a great pleasure to have 
the choir back and augmented by three new 
choristers. A former member of the choir has 
also returned.  Having the choir lead the hymns 
and sing anthems makes a great difference to 
the service. 
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 A welcome sight in the churchyard was 
the flowering bulbs.  After a well-
earned break during January, the 
churchyard maintenance group 
resumed their work of grass cutting 
and generally clearing weeds and 
tidying the memorials.   The flowers are 
a sign of the hard work of planting that 
the group has undertaken over the last 
few years and are a lovely sight 

heralding the return of spring. 
 

Holy Nativity  
(Contacts Huw and Kath Williams) 

  
We continued to celebrate birthdays for 
those who passed significant milestones 
during the recent restrictions. On Sunday 6th 
March we wished many happy returns to 
Margaret Jones (neé Okey) of Cogan, who 
celebrated her 91st birthday on 11th March, 
after we had celebrated her sister Maud’s 
birthday (see February edition). Rev Margaret 
Stark led a presentation of flowers, a cake, 
and a card on behalf of the congregation, 
followed by a rousing rendition of ‘Happy 
Birthday’ by the congregation accompanied 

by Irene Mallett at the organ. 
A programme of weed control has 
started as part of the preparation of 
the grounds for the future replanting 
scheme. However, we will leave the 
flourishing primroses alone on the 
Plassey St side and which are always an 
early and cheering sign of the 
reawakening of nature during the 
season of Lent. 
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St Dochdwy’s (Contact: Jan Cullen) 
 
Llandough Village Fete will return to the King George V Playing Fields on 
Saturday 4th June.  Traditionally, the fete is held on the second Saturday of June 
and we invariably have good weather; this year the date is changed to the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee weekend.  The date has only been moved once before 
in my memory, some 20 plus years ago – that day the heavens opened. We had 
torrential rain so that the ladies of the tea stall stood on folded trestles that 
slowly sunk into the mud as they served refreshments and cars had to be pulled 
out of the quagmire.  But that won’t happen this year! 

 
The fete is always well attended; it is a 
true community event and families will 
spend the afternoon and into the 
evening, weather permitting, on the 
field.  The Royal British Legion club is 
there for the thirsty; there are races for 
the children, a pet competition, a 
magician, bouncy castles and many 
other attractions alongside the stalls.  
St Dochdwy’s has always run a number 

of stalls including teas, plants, raffle and tombola and in 2004 St Augustine’s and 
Holy Nativity joined us to provide books, bric a brac and jewellery.  Now we are 
a Ministry Area, we hope members of All Saints’ will join with us on the day.  
Unfortunately, due to the loss of many faithful helpers and changes to the 
organisation of the fete, we are unlikely to be able to run the stalls we used to. 
 
However, the tea stall will be the 
exception and I know we shall need lots 
of cakes to sell on the day. So, please 
support us with your baking, both 
sweet and savoury. If you can help with 
baking or on the stall on the day, please 
let me know as soon as possible. 
Everyone else please put the date of 
Saturday 4th June in your diaries now.  
Anything we raise will go into Ministry Area funds. 
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St Peter’s  
(Contact: Matthew Salisbury) 
 
There has been little activity in St 
Peter’s Church, Old Cogan, so far this 
year, so it may be worth looking at the 
recent history of this beautiful church, 
the oldest building in Penarth. 
 
The attendance and activity in the church depended upon the zeal and energy 
of a core of about eight people who formed a church committee.  This 
committee organised a number of fund-raising events.  These included a 
summer open day and a Christmas Voices concert at the beginning of Advent.  
While the regular Sunday attendance for Evensong caused little difficulty for 
parking, it became obvious that a dedicated car park was necessary when larger 
events such as weddings, funerals, open days and so on were planned.  Greater 
funding was needed to establish a car park and to treat the damp which had 
penetrated the building. It was also considered that the church would need 
additional facilities such as a lavatory and enhanced storage facilities. 
 
In order to secure the viability of St Peter’s, application was made to a number 
of grant funding authorities, notably the Heritage Lottery Fund.  The services of 
an architect were sought to support this.  Julian Harrup Architects of London 
were engaged about ten years ago to produce plans to address the needs that 
the committee decided were necessary. The architects prepared plans in three 
phases.  The first phase was to develop a car park and replace the wooden floor 
of the church which was perishing because of damp.  This was all completed 
about three years ago, with the church being closed while the wooden floor was 
completely replaced and the graves of members of the Herbert Family, in the 
chancel, were given transparent covers. 
 
Then Covid-19 struck, closing the church again after a brief reopening.  Julian 
Harrup’s plans to build storage, lavatory and kitchen facilities, phases two and 
three, therefore, have yet to be completed.  Unfortunately, many members of 
the original Friends of St Peter’s Committee have departed in various ways.  
New people are needed to ensure that this wonderful ancient church continues 
to be available for worship and to provide walkers with a point of interest. 
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REPORTS AND NOTICES 
 

Admin Corner 
 
Preparations are well underway for the 
Easter Services - we are trying to 
combine everything for the Ministry 
Area, which is not easy when each 
parish has been used to doing its own 
thing. Hopefully Easter leaflets will be 
available by the time you read this (or 
very shortly).  Please take some to 
share with your friends and neighbours, 
if you are able. 
 
One major change is that the All Saints bank accounts have been renamed for 
the Ministry Area, which (hopefully) will make banking more straightforward, as 
all payments can be deposited into that account. See the notice later in the 
magazine for more details. 
 
We’ll be very sad to say goodbye to Rev Ali, who kept things on course for All 
Saints through Covid and a vacancy – quite a tough start to a life in ministry! We 
wish her all the best for her new post in Neath. 

Rachel Elder 

 
Lent Course 

This year’s Lent Course continues on Tuesday evenings on the Gallery at All 
Saints, based on ‘Growing Good’ from the Church Urban Fund. 
https://growing-good.org.uk/ 
 

 

https://growing-good.org.uk/
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St Dochdwy’s Sunday School  
 
On Sunday 13th March our St Dochdwy’s Sunday School children studied the 
story of the Pharisees who tried to distract Jesus from his mission and ministry, 
and how, although there was apparent danger, Jesus was not dissuaded.  We 
explored our own core values and how they affect our behaviour.  Taliese, Belle 
and Millie all came up with examples of how their values will encourage them to 
act in the coming weeks - including helping grandparents to tie their shoelaces, 
looking after their siblings and pets, supporting and encouraging their friends at 
school and helping their teachers throughout the day.  Their values include 
Hope, Love, Courage and Patience. 
 

    
Harriet Adams 

 
P.E.A.S. Play Explorers in All Saints 
 
Always inspired by God’s creation, one of our 
sessions in March was ‘Looking at God’s Earth’. 
We decided to make wildflower seed bombs and 
plant them somewhere in the area outside the 
church; originally, the idea was to plant one here 
and one there and so on, but after a bit of 
thought I decided perhaps we had better check 
with the Friends of Victoria Square first, which 
started off a week of communication with them. 
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On the agreed Sunday morning, armed with natural clay, compost, wildflower 
seeds, trowels, gardening gloves and a large bucket, we set to work. Peter 
Blackburn and his wife Barbara (Friends of Victoria Square) called in to see us 
and showed us where we could plant our seed bombs. We followed them into 
the church grounds and were thrilled when we were shown where we could do 
our planting. There it was - a large piece of ground with a huge tree to set the 
scene and this beautiful space is all ours to nurture and flourish all together.  
 

‘Sharing Love’ was another themed 
session this month; we thought about 
those who we love and used prayer to 
help us understand why some others 
are not so easy to love. We used our 
craft skills to make hearts on sticks and 
everyone enjoyed decorating them 
with diamanté stickers - a real treat! 
 
I will be meeting Clare, who is Friends 

of Victoria Square Young People’s Activities Coordinator, soon and will give a 
report in the next issue.  God’s creation is flourishing and we in P.E.A.S. feel very 
blessed. 
 

Anthea King  
 
 

Youth Work Update 
 
Our Ministry Area youth worker, Mel 
Saunders, returned to work in March 
after her maternity leave.  It’s great to 
have her back, and we look forward to 
hearing what she has planned for the 
young people of our Ministry Area and 
the wider community as she gets 
settled back in! 
 
Mel will provide a full report next month – watch this space…  
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Change to Bank Accounts 
 
We now have Ministry Area bank accounts set up, which was achieved by 
renaming the All Saints accounts.  These are the general Ministry Area account 
details: 
 

Account Name: PMA-General 
Sort code: 40 36 06 
Account no: 71419455 

 
Former All Saints parishioners  

• If you pay a regular amount directly into the account, no change is needed. 

• If you are setting up a new payment, please use the new name, but the 
account number and sort code remain the same. 

 
Former Penarth & Llandough parishioners 

• For those who normally pay into the Parish of Penarth & Llandough account 
by standing order or one-off payments, please change the account details to 
the Ministry Area one. (The old accounts will remain open until all payments 
have been transferred). 

• Direct debits may have to be changed, although some (possibly Gift Direct 
payments) may be amended automatically, but this is still to be confirmed. 
We will write to you if necessary about this. 

 

 
 
Repair Café  
 

Sunday 24 April 2-5pm 

St Augustine’s Parish Hall 

Electrical appliance repair, sewing repairs, 

computing assistance, repairs of ornaments, 

wooden items & furniture.  Tea/coffee & homemade cakes also available. 

 

Fix it, don’t bin it! 

Parish
Text Box
Cheques: Please make payable to Penarth Ministry Area. 
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Fellowship Sub-Committee Report 
 
The newly formed Fellowship Sub-Committee of the Penarth Ministry Area met 
for the first time on 16th March 2022.  Apart from initial administrative tasks to 
do with the establishment of the committee, the main purpose of the meeting 
was (1) to acquire an overview of social/fellowship events which are already 
fixed in the diaries of our various churches, (2) to evaluate proposed future 
events and decide on their viability and (3) to discuss some new initiatives to 
bring to the MAC. Our aim is to provide regular opportunities for fellowship 
through a range of events in order to build relationships within the church 
family of the Ministry Area and beyond into the wider Penarth community. 
 
The current members of the committee are: from All Saints, Mary Taster and 
Tom Crooks and from St Augustine’s, Robert Court, Susie Ryall, Elyn Hannah and 
Cathy Grove. There are vacancies for representatives from St Peter’s, Holy 
Nativity, St Dochdwy’s and All Saints. Please speak to any member of the 
committee if you have ideas for fellowship that you would like us to consider. 
 
Forthcoming Events for your diary: 
April 2nd: Plant and Cake Sale in St Augustine’s Churchyard 
April 10th:  Leaving Party for Rev. Ali Reeves at All Saints (immediately after the 

Palm Sunday service) 
April 15th:  Cardiff Chamber Orchestra Concert at All Saints 
May 6th:  Cardiff University Chamber Choir Concert at St Augustine’s 
May 7th:  Plant and Cake Sale No.2 in St Augustine’s Churchyard 
June 17th:  Jazz Evening in St Augustine’s 

Robert Court 
 

 
Child and Infant First Aid Course 
 

Tues 12th April  
St Augustine’s Parish Hall, Albert Road 1pm-3pm 

Free two hour Child & Infants First Aid Courses run by St John’s 

Ambulance. Please contact Mrs Margaret Davies on 02920 707102 

or 07477 620576 or email mothergoose.mamgu@gmail.com   

mailto:mothergoose.mamgu@gmail.com
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SPRING PLANT & CAKE SALE 
Organised by St Augustine’s Churchyard Group 

Saturday 2nd April 10am-12pm 
at St Augustine’s Churchyard 

Get a head start on your gardening for the year 
and grab a sweet treat too! 

 
Donations of plants or cakes can be dropped off on the day 

Please try to label plants if possible 
Call Andrew on 07704 049053 or Rachel on 029 20708722 

Proceeds will go towards new tools and fuel, 
with excess funds going to the Ministry Area. 

 
A further sale is also planned for Sat 7th May, please put the date in your diary 

 

 

Penarth Cytûn Annual Retreat 13-16 June 

 
Nicholaston, Colwich, Gower 

The cost is £234 for full board. Only 20 places are available for this so please 

respond to Heather Ralis as soon as possible for full details: 

Tel: 02920 315281 Mob: 07910 121725 Email: heathermralis@gmail.com.  

 
 

Walsingham Pilgrimage 25-28 July 

 

If you’d like to be part of the group from South Wales going this year, there is 
information on https://stmaryscf10.com/Walsingham-2022/  

Further details from: Fr Dean Atkins 
Email: deanjatkins@outlook.com Tel: 02920 487777 Mob: 07368 176300 

Full Board and travel by coach: £300 (£175 under 16 years)    
Full Board only (no coach): £225 (£140 under 16 years)  Under 5s FREE.  
£20 non returnable deposit required. Full payment required by July 1. 

mailto:heathermralis@gmail.com
https://stmaryscf10.com/Walsingham-2022/
mailto:deanjatkins@outlook.com
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A PRAYER FOR UKRAINE 
 
Bishop June invites the Diocese of Llandaff to light a candle at 8pm each evening 

to pray for a peaceful resolution to the Ukraine-Russia crisis. 
 

 
 
A prayer for those suffering as a result of this war 
 
Almighty God, hear our cry for those who suffer as a result of this conflict, for 
those in this country who are concerned for loved ones living in Ukraine, for 
those who have fled their homeland and longing to return, for those who have 
lost homes, livelihoods and hope for the future, for those who have been 
injured in body, mind or spirit by the conflict, for those who mourn loved ones 
killed by the bombing and fighting. 
 
Lord, we see too clearly the devastation and human cost of this war, and we ask 
you to gently surround all who need you this day with the knowledge of your 
unfailing love. 
 
Soften the hearts and open the eyes of all who seek the continuation of this 
violent military conflict, so that they may see the damage, pain and cruelty that 
is being inflicted on their fellow humans, and by seeing the pain, they may be 
led, through your Holy Spirit, to repentance, and through repentance to seek 
the ways that leads to peace, reconciliation and restoration to that part of the 
world, through the one who calls all to live in peace and harmony with one 
another, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Alan Simons & Company 
Solicitors 

Rob Wilcox and Gian Molinu 
 

  

 

8a Royal Buildings 
Penarth 

Vale of Glamorgan 
CF64 3ED 

 

We work by appointment 
to provide a more efficient 

& reliable service 
 

To book an appointment pop in 
or call us on 

029 20256611 

 

Conveyancing 
Wills 

 

Probate 
Family 

 

Powers of Attorney 

Litigation Business 
 

Local Solicitors 
providing friendly, professional and 

independent advice 

 

 

5 Bradenham Place Penarth 
 2070 3991 

 

 

BOYS to MEN 
Gents Hairdressers 
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FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

Holy Baptism: 
 
13th February Bobby Kenneth 

Boulton 
27th February Morgan Rhys Bradley 
 
We welcome them into the family of 
the Church! 
 
 
 

AND FINALLY… 
 

Dafydd Jones writes: “Torty - the Parish (sorry, Ministry Area) Tortoise emerges 
from hibernation wishing everyone a Happy New Year. He is looking forward to 

another exciting year ahead and says that he will have more to say next month.” 
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HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
 

Palm Sunday Celebrations 10th April 

8am Said Eucharist at All Saints 

10am United Ministry Area Service at All Saints 
(followed by Farewell to Rev. Ali)  
3pm Evensong and Holy Week Reflection at St Peter’s 

 
Monday 11th April:    7pm Holy Week Mass at St. Augustine’s  
Tuesday 12th April:   7pm Said Communion with Reflection at All Saints  
Wednesday 13th April: 7pm Said Communion with Reflection at St Dochdwy’s 
 
Thursday 14th April: 
7pm Maundy Thursday Service at All Saints - with foot washing and stripping of 
the altar 
7.30pm Maundy Thursday Service at Holy Nativity - with foot-washing and 
stripping of the altar (there will be a Watch afterwards until 10pm) 
 
Friday 15th April:  Good Friday 
10am Cytûn March of Witness (meet at top of Arcot Street) 
11.30am Stations of the Cross at St Augustine’s 
12noon–3pm Meditation at the Foot of the Cross at All Saints 
2pm Good Friday Liturgy at St Dochdwy’s 
 
Saturday 16th April 
8pm Easter Liturgy and Service of Light at St Augustine’s 
(Easter Eve service of light with the lighting of the Paschal candle)  
 
Sunday 17th April: Easter Sunday 
6.00am Cytûn ‘Sunrise’ service at the Italian Gardens 
8.00am Said Eucharist at All Saints 
9.15am Easter Eucharist at Holy Nativity 
9.15am Easter Eucharist at St Dochdwy’s 
10.00am Easter Celebration Eucharist at All Saints (Rev. Ali’s last service with us) 
10.45am Easter Eucharist at St Augustine’s 
3.00pm Easter Eucharist at St Peter’s 

(Easter Communion services celebrating the Resurrection of Christ Jesus) 
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CALENDAR OF MINISTRY AREA EVENTS 
 

Regularly held events during the month 

Mondays:  
10am Faith Group at 14 Llandaff Close 
 

Tuesdays:  
10.30am    Holy Eucharist  
10.30am      Holy Nativity Midweek Mass  
(First Tuesday of the month) 
2-4pm            St Augustine’s Churchyard Group 
 

Wednesdays:  
10am Cymun Bendigaid (Welsh Eucharist)  
10am St Augustine’s Midweek Mass 
12 noon Wednesday Lunchtime Faith 
Group on Gallery in Church 
2.00pm All Saints Work Party - Lesser Hall 
7.00pm Faith Group at 1 Victoria Square 
8.00pm Faith Group at 26 Victoria Road 
 

Thursdays:  
10.30am St Dochdwy’s Midweek Mass 
9-11am Tots Group St Aug Parish Hall 
7.15pm Choir Practice 
 

Fridays:  
10.30am Faith Group on Gallery in Church  
7.15pm Worship Team Practice 

Sundays: 
9.30am St Augustine’s Choir Practice 

 

Events during April 2022 
 

2nd 10am – 12 noon Saturday Plant & Cake sale at St Augustine’s Churchyard 

3rd  2.30pm Sunday Winter Walk 

5th 7.30pm Tuesday Lent Course on All Saints Gallery 

10th  10.00am Sunday Ministry Area Palm Sunday Service at All Saints with nibbles 
and drinks afterwards for Rev Ali’s “Leaving Do”  

12th  1pm – 3pm Tuesday First Aid Course (Child & Infant) St Aug Parish Hall 
15th 4pm-10pm Friday Cardiff Chamber Orchestra Concert at All Saints 

 

Home Communions 

 

Home Communion visits are suspended until further notice, 
however, are included here for your future reference. 

The Waverley Care Centre - 10.30 a.m. 1st Tuesday 
Tŷ Gwyn Nursing Home - 11.00 a.m. 3rd Thursday 

Morel Court Care Home - 11.00 a.m. Last Wednesday  

 

Holy Communion at home is available for those who are unable to attend 
church.  Please contact the Parish Office on 029 2070 3170 or 

admin@allsaintspenarth.org.uk to arrange. 

mailto:admin@allsaintspenarth.org.uk
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
We aim to be a prayerful Ministry Area. Please 
remember the following needs in your prayers this 
month: 

• For the people around the world living in fear 
because of war and violence, particularly for 
Ukraine and the surrounding countries. That peace will conquer war. 

• For refugees and particularly our Syrian family settled in Penarth. That 
politicians work across countries to help Ukrainians and asylum seekers 
unite with their families and find safety without resorting to dangerous 
journeys. That hope will replace fear. 

• That poorer countries will get more COVID vaccines and that charities will 
be able to provide enough food for basic survival. 

• For people affected by the climate emergency across the world e.g. 
flooding in Mozambique. That we work together to care for our world. 

• For the Penarth Ministry Area Clergy, the PMA Council and the people in 
the five churches, that we can work well together. 

• Our services in Holy Week and Easter, that those attending in person or 
online will open their hearts to Jesus. 

• For our curate, Ali Reeves and husband Terry, as Ali prepares to take up 
her appointment as Vicar in the Afon Nedd MA after Easter. 

• For youth worker, Mel Saunders and the PMA, that they can contact more 
young people and families and nurture them in the Christian faith. 

• That politicians and key workers can serve people without facing danger 
and abuse. That we are kinder to each other and wear masks to protect 
others. 

• For all those working in the NHS, Care sector and key workers. Give them 
the energy to keep working when conditions are very demanding. 

• For those worn down by illness, or exhausted by caring for others, that 
they are supported by their community. That more people become carers. 

• For those in need in Penarth. Encourage us to help by supporting the 
Penarth Foodbank and Home Access (based at Tabs) that prevents 
homelessness by providing advice and deposit bonds. 

 
If you have any additional prayer requests, please let me know. 
Jenny Stonhold  029 2053 0580 or email: stonhold@msn.com 
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PENARTH MINISTRY AREA DIRECTORY 
 

Children & Young People 
 
Safeguarding Officers Irene Mallett 

Mary Taster 
m.taster@ntlworld.com  

 07773 863040 
 07597 978276 
 

Youth Worker Mel Saunders 
youth@allsaintspenarth.org.uk  

 

The POD Youth Group 
(Sunday mornings) 

Mel Saunders 
youth@allsaintspenarth.org.uk 

 

Penarth Youth Group 
(Friday evenings) 

Owen James 
owen.james@tabspenarth.org.uk  

 

P.E.A.S. (Play Explorers at All 
Saints) 

Anthea King  07885 063893 
 

St Augustine’s Sunday School TBC  

St Dochdwy’s Sunday School Harriet Adams  07922 648342 

Diocesan Engagement Worker Steve Lock  07535 581939 

 
Organisations 
 
Friends of St Augustine’s Cathy Grove  07810 108627 

Friends of St Peter’s TBC  

Mothers’ Union Gaynor Ayres  

Visitors’ Group Cynthia Conway  029 2070 8065 

Prayer Ministry Team  Jenny Stonhold  029 2053 0580  
All Saints Flower Guild Lynda England   029 2070 0232 

All Saints Lady Chapel Flowers Pam Walton  029 2070 3558 

St Augustine’s Flowers Susie Ryall  

 
Penarth Ministry Area Magazine 
 
Magazine Editorial Team Tom Blenkinsop, Katie Cooper, Mel 

Griffin, Jan Knight 
magazine@allsaintspenarth.org.uk  

Magazine deadline: 
15th of previous 
month 

Magazine Subscriptions/ 
Delivery 

John Caldwell 
niddy123@hotmail.co.uk  

 07885 588771 

 
Website: www.penarthministryarea.org.uk 

 @penarthministryarea  

mailto:m.taster@ntlworld.com
mailto:youth@allsaintspenarth.org.uk
mailto:youth@allsaintspenarth.org.uk
mailto:owen.james@tabspenarth.org.uk
mailto:magazine@allsaintspenarth.org.uk
mailto:niddy123@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.penarthministryarea.org.uk/
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PENARTH MINISTRY AREA DIRECTORY 
 

Clergy Team 
Ministry Area Leader Rev. Mark Jones 

revmarkjones@sky.com 
 029 2070 9897 

Vicar Rev. Jimmy Young 
jimmy@allsaintspenarth.org.uk 

 07860 777582 
 

Curate Rev. Alison Reeves 
ali@allsaintspenarth.org.uk   

 029 2115 5203 
 

 
Ministry Area Contacts 
Ministry Area Office 
(at All Saints Church) 

Open: Mon-Fri 9am to 12 noon 
admin@allsaintspenarth.org.uk 

 029 2070 3170 

Ministry Area Office 
(at St Augustine’s Parish Hall) 

Open: Tues, Wed, Fri 10am – 2pm 
parishcommunityhall@uwclub.net 

 029 2070 8722 

Administrators Rachel Elder, Alicia King-Evans See MA Office 

Lay Chair Mel Griffin 
mel_tuke_griffin@hotmail.com   

 07775 817052 
 

Wardens Janet Akers 
Vacancy 

 029 2070 5554 

Treasurer Christian Salisbury  07525 696869 

Gift Aid Secretary Jane Broad  07769 337969 

Cytûn Representatives Dafydd Jones 
Mark Price 

 029 2030 2668 
 

 
Church Contacts 
Sub Warden for All Saints Vacancy 

 
 

Sub Warden for Holy Nativity Kath Williams 
huwandkath@hotmail.co.uk  

 029 2070 8554/ 
07521 390922 

Sub Warden for St Augustine’s Linda Guilfoyle 
linda.guilfoyle2019@gmail.com 

029 20706309 
 

Sub Warden for St Dochdwy’s Jan Cullen 
jan.cullen@ntlworld.com   

 029 2070 4926 

Sub Warden for St Peter’s Matthew Salisbury  029 2030 8351 

Organist for All Saints Vacancy  
Organist for St Augustine’s Robert Court  029 2061 9436 

Organist for Holy Nativity/ 
St Dochdwy’s 

Irene Mallett  07773 863040 

Music Group Leader All Saints Nigel Lloyd-Latham  07774 586944 
 

mailto:revmarkjones@sky.com
mailto:jimmy@allsaintspenarth.org.uk
mailto:ali@allsaintspenarth.org.uk
mailto:admin@allsaintspenarth.org.uk
mailto:parishcommunityhall@uwclub.net
mailto:mel_tuke_griffin@hotmail.com
mailto:huwandkath@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:linda.guilfoyle2019@gmail.com
mailto:jan.cullen@ntlworld.com



